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Software: FASTBACK 
Company: Fifth Generation Systems 
Address: 7942 Picardy Avenue, Suite B-350 
Phone: (504)-767-0075 
Price: $179 
Disk format: IBM DS/DD 
Operating System: MS/PC-DOS 
Diskettes: 1 
FASTBACK from Fifth Generation Systems boasts backing up a 10 megabyte harddisk in 8 min. 
This reviewer found this to be a steep promise, in that, it was a full time job just to keep up with 
the program! After having used the stock BACKUP and RESTORE programs, FASTBACK 
proves to be a worthwhile accomplice in assuring an extra copy of valued data. Much of the data 
on my harddisk was gleaned at 3 a.m. at no small cost to my physical structure. When you consider 
the CRT eyestrain, coupled with backstrain from picking up a 12 ft stack of crumpled printouts 
and two dozen reference manuals, each of which contributed some small but vital bit of information 
to the completion of the lengthy project, the task of backing up a harddisk becomes anything but 
trivial. It has been said that backup copies are like spare tires, never go anywhere without one. 
Harddisks are mechanical devices, with motors, springs, gears and bearings. As we all know, 
mechanical devices wear out and until further notice, it will remain so. It can be a very sobering 
experience, booting up in the morning only to have "Disk Boot Failure" signal impending doom. 
With a good reliable set of backup diskettes on the shelf, however, this message loses its omnipotent 
aura. Backing up harddisks, is something that most people consider an "extra". One morning's 
experience like the one just mentioned, will surely turn that "extra" into a "must". Part of the 
problem in getting people to back up, is the time involved. FASTBACK quickens the task 
considerably and assures "idiot-proof" backups. This fact in itself is an added assurance that 
backups will be done regularly. 
This reviewer tested FASTBACK on a Kaypro PC with a Seagate 20 megabyt e harddisk, under 
MS-DOS 3.20. The backup was performed using two floppy drives and diskettes that had been 
previously FASTBACK'ed. The backup took 14 min and transferred 16.3 megabytes. That should 
be fast enough for the most impatient user! FASTBACK will format diskettes as it backs up, so 
there is no need to preformat the disks before performing a backup. If the disks have been used 
with FASTBACK previously, then the format operation isskipped. This reviewer examined version 
5.13, which incorported several new features that add to the reliability of the backup copies. 
Previous versions of the program did very little in the way of checking for floppy disk errors and 
the program was, ugh, copy protected. Both of these situations are relieved in version 5.13. This 
reviewer was never too enthused with the idea of relying on the backup of valuable data by a single 
diskette. 
FASTBACK allows backing up of individual directories beginning at any node in the tree 
structure. If the root is chosen, the entire hard disk can be backed up. A filespec mask is also 
allowed, such as *.ASM or *.*. FASTBACK also allows for backing up only those files which have 
changed since the last backup. FASTBACK works with any disk drives, including the 1.2 megabyte 
floppies on the PC-AT. The program is extremely easy to use and there is very little user input 
required. The whole process is continually monitored on screen, with the program guiding the user 
at each turn. With two floppy drives installed on a system, it is advisable to finish that cup of coffee 
before attempting the backup, as FASTBACK will keep a body very busy. FASTBACK will be 
reading the harddrive and writing to one floppy, while prompting for the insertion of another 
diskette in the other. When the backup is completed, a statistics creen is displayed that includes 
the number of files backed up, how long the operation took, how many backup diskettes there are, 
the average number of bytes per diskette and more. 
In order for a program such as FASTBACK to function as quickly as it does, a pseudo-multi- 
tasking style of programming is utilized. This scheme allows the harddisk and floppy to operate 
virtually simultaneously, which greatly decreases the time required to backup. To realize this speed, 
it is necessary to install some hardware related parameters. This is done primarily by batch files 
included with the diskette in the FASTBACK package. There is very little user input when the 
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installation is going on. My installation ran into one minor difficulty, but with one phone call to 
Fifth Generation Systems on their toll-free number and a brief conversation with a very nice lady 
named Kim, the installation was complete in minutes. 
The FRESTORE program included in the package allows restoring the data stored on the 
backup diskettes with FASTBACK. Any or all of the data on the backup diskettes can be restored 
very quickly and easily. When FASTBACK makes the backup diskettes, it also creates a catalog 
file, which has the names of all of the files last backed up. This is an excellent feature when it comes 
time to restore data. FRESTORE allows browsing through this catalog file and selectively restoring 
data files. When the desired file is located, FRESTORE informs the user as to which backup 
diskette to insert. For this reason it is highly advisable to physically number the diskettes, although, 
FASTBACK provides an electronic numbering system on each disk, it is easier for the poor 
humanoid to see something a little more tangible. If this cataloging feature were not provided, then 
restoring selected files would be much more cumbersome. The user would be required to keep 
inserting diskettes until the proper file is located, before the restore operation could be performed. 
Should the wrong diskette be inserted uring backup. FASTBACK will notify the user and wait 
until the problem is rectified. 
FASTBACK provides speeds approaching those of fast-tape systems, at a much smaller cost. 
This program is well worth the investment, after all, how priceless can the data on your harddisk 
get? 
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L IGHTNING 
Portable Computer Support Group 
11035 Harry Hines Blvd. No. 207, Dallas, Tex. 
(214)-351-0564 
$49.95 (Protected version) $89.95 (Unprotected) 
IBM DS/DD 
MS/PC-DOS 
1 
4.3 
L IGHTNING is a program that speeds up disk accesses for MSDOS machines. The idea is that 
each time an application program (or DOS itself) accesses the disk, whether it be a hard or floppy 
disk, L IGHTNING will check to see if that data has recently been read and if it has, L IGHTNING 
intercepts the disk read operation and supplies the correct information straight from RAM. 
L IGHTNING monitors all of the disk reads and writes and makes a determination before either 
of these operations i processed. For example, if you were to type DIR at the DOS prompt o get 
a directory of the disk, DOS normally reads the information into a buffer (section of RAM) and 
then displays the directory information on the screen. L IGHTNING will first check to see if it 
already has this information in order to avoid reading the same information again. 
